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E. G. Benton Building 1909
Centreville

Private

The Benton Building is a pristine example of a
pressed-tin commercial store front. It is the finest
surviving example in Queen Anne's County of a once-
popular form of architectural decoration that has all
but disappeared in this region. The entire exterior
of the building has remained perfectly preserved,
and has recently been cleaned up and painted. Several
decorative features suggest that the pressed tin front
was manufactured by the Mesker Brothers Company, a St.
Louis firm that is known to have manufactured the
iron front of the Nationwide Insurance Agency (QA-254)
in nearby Queenstown.
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The E. G. Benton Building is located on
the northeast corner of Liberty Street and Water
Street in Centreville. The building was constructed
in 1909 for Enoch George Benton, as attested by
a sign incorporated into the original pressed
tin cornice on the Water Street facade.

The Benton Building is a two story commercial
building constructed of brick with an elaborate
pressed tin store-front on the south (principal)
facade. This tin-front is the primary architectural
feature of the building. The building is oriented
with the south gable facing Water Street, and is ::>
three bays wide and five bays deep. The south
portion of the first floor has traditionally
served as a shop, while the rear of the first
floor and all of the second floor is used as a
private residence.

The entrance to the shop is located in the
center of the south facade, and is recessed back
from the front wall of the building. It is
flanked by large plate glass shop windows set off
by smaller rectangular windows above and below.

Decoration on the first floor is largely
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The Benton Building is primarily significant
as a pristine example of a pressed-tin commercial
store front. It is the finest surviving example
in Queen Anne's County of a once-popular form
of architectural decoration that has all but
disappeared in this region. The entire exterior
of the building has remained perfectly preserved,
and has recently been cleaned up and painted.
Several decorative features suggest that the
pressed tin front was manufactured by the
Mesker Brothers Company, a St. Louis firm that
is known to have manufactured the iron front
of the Nationwide Insurance Agency (QA-254)
in nearby Queenstown.

The lot on which the Benton Building
stands was bought by Enoch George Benton in
1892 for $1000. The price would certainly

indicate that there was a building on the lot

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

restricted to horizontal reeded panels above and
below the shop windows.

On the second floor, there is a projecting
oriel in the center bay flanked by a large one-over-one
window on each side. The oriel has one one-over-one
window in the front face and one on each of the
splayed sides. Thin columns with stylized Ionic
capitals are located at each corner of the oriel,
setting off the individual windows. Panels of pressed
tin that imitate rusticated stone block—worklfill the
voids between the oriel and the flanking windows.
Bands of geometric trim are carried across the facade
both above and below the second floor, terminated
at each corner by nrojecting console brackets. These
are embellished with a fleur de lis pnattern, a
favorite signature of the Mesker Brothers Comnany,

a St. Loﬁis manufacturer of decorative iron and tin
front- buildings.

The cornice is dominated by more bands of
decoration, the most prominent of which are a flat
shell or floral pattern and a row of richly embellished
ballusters. A panel at the crest of the éornice

bears the name of E. G. Benton and the date 1909,
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

The fleur de lis motif apnears again on either
side of this pnanel together with a stylized star burst.
The side and rear walls of the building are
laid in seven course bond on a concrete foundation,
and the shed-roof is pitched down from east to
west. All window and door owvenings have rusticated
jack arch lintels with keystones and stone sills.
The eaves are finished with nlain box cornices on
both side and rear walls.
The entrance to the living cuarters is located
on the west facade, facing Liberty Strecet. It is a

simple door with a single-light transom, flanked

| "by a large two-over-two window on the left and three

small single light windows on the right. These are
placed high uv on the first floor for increased
security to the store, and reflect the division
between the commercial part of the bhuilding and

the residential. On the second floor, there are four
large two-over-two windows. A pair of two-over-two
windows on each floor are the only onenings on the
rear (north) wall, while ﬂﬁ the east wall there is

one two-over-two window at the north end on the first

floor and three symmetrically placed on the second
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

floor. One flush brick chimney is located to the
left of the south bay on the east facade and a
second is centered on the rear wall.

The interior was not examined.
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

at that time, and Mrs. Elizabeth Barton recalls that
when she was a child there was a small frame building -
on the lot, which Mr. Benton used as a shoe store.

When Benton decided to build the new building, Mr.

Harry Chambers moved the old frame building across
Water Street to the rear of his property. This building
still stands today, faciné north across Water Street.
Mr. Benton then built the tin front building which bears
his name, and used it for his shoe storé. Enoch G.
Benton died in March, 1937, and the prooerty nassed to
his son, Samuel G. Benton. According to Mrs. Barton,
Samuel Benton was an electrician, and used the shon

" for his electrical business, while living upstairs.

In 1956, the building passed to Samuel's son, Earl

D. Benton, and the following year it was sold to

C. Carroll Barcus. In 1975 Barcus sold the nroperty

to William A. Storage, Jr., and in September 1978,
Storage sold it to Louis and Helen Berwanger, the

present owners,
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E.G. Benton Building

120 W. Water Street, Centreville
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E. G. Benton Building
N. Liberty St.
Centreville
Centreville Quad.
Queen Anne’s Co.
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